
 Summer Preparation for Honors Art  
 

Goal: Students planning to enter Honors Art 3&4 should spend 
at least 1-2 hours per week on their art during the summer.  
The purpose of the summer work is to: 
 
^ Schedule and prioritize time for on-going involvement in 

your work as an artist. 

 
^ Investigate and develop a variety of techniques and methods for various media through a series of 

studies in your sketchbook or on other media (cardboard, newspaper, found object, etc.) 
 

^ Begin to consider a direction for your work moving forward next school year. Begin by evaluating your 
present body of artwork. Decide how you would like to further develop your portfolio of artwork 
(whether or not you are planning on art school).  The three areas of portfolio development are: 

 
1. Quality (pieces that ambitious, individual pieces) 
2. Breadth (pieces that show versatility and variety in 

formal, technical, and expressive areas) 
3. Concentration: A concentration is a “commitment 

to a particular artistic concern.” It is a group of 
pieces related through an in-depth exploration of 
one specific visual idea or concept. A concentration 
involves an artist exploring an idea with variations 
or development of technique, materials, 
composition or style. The result is a body of work 
that shows growth and underlying unity. All work 
in a concentration is portfolio quality. However, 
pieces for a concentration are usually executed in a 
relatively short period of time. A concentration is 
not a body of work that simply investigates a 
medium without a strong underlying idea. A wisely 
chosen topic of concentration rewards the artist 
with an ever-deepening level of interest. Boredom 
after the first few pieces would indicate problems.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

Due Date: On or before Tuesday, August 28 (2nd day back 
to school). This assignment constitutes your first grade in 
Honors Art and is worth 50 pts. 
 
Criteria for all artwork:  

• Time and Effort 
• Creativity/Originality/problem solving 
• Skill and Craftsmanship 
• Design and Composition 



Thoughts about Sketchbooks:  
 
The purpose of a sketchbook is to make you 
look harder at things, use your imagination, 
and explore ideas and techniques that 
interest, challenge, and stimulate you. You 
will find that practice does indeed pay off and 
your confidence in your abilities will increase 
proportionally to the amount of effort and 
care you put into your work. 
 
 
The Assignment: Choose 8 inquiries from the list below to create in your sketchbook, on 
other surfaces, or with 3D materials (1-2 hours each).  
 
• Full shading is expected, as are details. Consider your sketchbook page as the frame that defines the 

edges of your composition. Consider unique perspectives rather than a “standard view.” 

• Each exercise should utilize a full page in your sketchbook (These can also be larger if desired).  

• Using color pencils or other materials like pen and ink are totally fine.  

• Please write your prompt on the edge of your sketchbook page or create an index. 

 
1. Draw the contents of your refrigerator, or, the inside of your closet. 

2. Before the dishes are washed, draw them, or, draw a pile of laundry waiting to get washed. 

3. Draw your hand in multiple positions (at least 5). 

4. Find a quiet place; draw the quiet, or, find a noisy place; draw noise. 

5. Draw something you keep putting off, or something that causes you to procrastinate. 

6. Put Mona Lisa in a contemporary setting. 

7. Draw an idea that came into your head through your fingers, or through your feet.  

8. Draw an animal playing a musical instrument (Include the environment). 

9. Draw a picture of yourself if you grew flowers instead of hair.   

10. Draw the world from the point of view of a frog (or toad, because they are not the same).  

11. Make a drawing that is totally truthful. 

12. Draw something for which you are thankful.  

13. Draw a translucent object. 

14. Make a detailed drawing of five square inches of grass (magnified on your page to fill the space).   

15. There is an animal living in one of your appliances. Draw it. 

 
  

 
 


